Estimated Costs: Local and Healthy Food Initiatives 
The 2008 Farm Bill, the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act, was notable in its response to the increased awareness of Americans about the provenience of their food as well as the environmental costs, inequities, and health impacts of our food system. Below are local and healthy food initiatives included in various Titles, with estimated costs:

Title II:  Conservation
· Local Preferences in School Food Purchases, becoming an allowable factor in school food purchasing decisions made by local school districts participating in the federal school lunch program - no cost, Organic Conversion, Technical, and Education Assistance, allowing organic practices and conversion to organic practices under conservation programs, and  
Farm and Ranch Protection Program, providing funds to help purchase development rights to keep productive farm and ranch land in agricultural uses - $743 million;        
    
Title IV: Nutrition
· Healthy Food Enterprise Development, providing outreach, technical assistance, and feasibility study grants to support the creation of enterprises engaging in the distribution and marketing of healthful and locally produced foods in underserved (aka food desert) urban, rural, and tribal communities - $3 million,  
· Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Snack Program, encouraging, and allowing local preference in, the purchase of fresh fruit and vegetable snacks by local school districts participating in the federal school lunch program - $500 million, 
Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program, providing for low-income senior citizens to purchase food at farmer markets, farm stands, and through CSAs - $20.6 million (annually), and 
· Community Food Projects, providing one-time, 50 percent grants to community-based organizations to develop innovative initiatives addressing hunger, nutrition, and food access, such as directly connecting low-income people and local farmers - $5 million (mandatory funding, over ten years); 

Title VI: Rural Development
· Value-added Agricultural Market Development, providing program grants to producers and food co-ops to support local food value-chains - $15 million, 
Local Food Enterprise Financing, providing USDA backed loans to entities engaged in local food distribution and marketing - no cost, and
Rural Micro-enterprise Assistance Program, assisting rural entrepreneurs in establishing small businesses - $15 million (over four years); 

Title VII: Research
· A “Food Desert” Study, identifying the incidence of “food deserts” and strategies to reduce their incidence - $.5 million; and 

Title X: Horticulture and Organic Agriculture 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Farmers’ Market Promotion Program, providing grants to develop farmers’ markets and encourage Food Stamp usage at farmers’ markets - $33 million.
